the present capabilities and of the potential of NMR imaging, and some of the imagesfor example, of the thorax-are outstanding. However, I was surprised that there was no chapter on NMR spectroscopy, for this technique has already proved useful in following phosphorus metabolism in muscle.
The chapters on room planning are well-written and to the point, and the final chapter on 'your watch and NMR imaging' was appropriately from one of the Swiss contributors! The price is very high for a book of this size and I cannot imagine it will have a wide readership, but it would be useful for those considering purchasing an NMR unit. It is refreshing that several authors emphasize the large amount of work which still needs to be done before we are fully aware of the exact mechanism of reproduction, and that 'gaps in our knowledge' remain in such complex phenomena as oocyte maturation and implantation.
There is occasional repetition from chapter to chapter which is difficult to avoid in a book with so many contributors, but this is a minor criticism. After all, repetition is one of the most effective methods of teaching. The book is well produced and very readable. Each chapter is accompanied by an exhaustive reference list. It will be of immense value to clinicians who wish to find out more about the scientific apects of ovulation, fertilization and implantation and who may require practical advice on setting up an in vitro fertilization service. It will also be of great help to scientists in general whose special interest lies in the physiology of reproduction. It is a book to be recommended.
JOHN MACVICAR
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University ofLeicester Medical Microbiology, vol 4 C S F Easmon & J Jeljaszewicz pp 342 £42 ISBN 0-12-228004-0 London: Academic Press 1984 This volume, the fourth of what is becoming an important series, covers a wide range of topics of contemporary interest. It is perhaps hardly surprising that four of the eleven chapters deal with genital and sexually transmitted disease. The chapter on toxic shock syndrome shows strikingly the advances made in the understanding of this condition. Similar progress is not evident in the rather traditional accounts of trichomoniasis and chancroid. Disappointingly, the chapter on acquired immunodeficiency syndrome is little more than a list of its associated infections. However, the accounts of bacterial vaginosis and Campylobacter infections are models of their kind. Three of the four chapters on antimicrobial agents discuss unusual aspects of the subject. Though the practical significance for therapeutics of the effect of low concentrations of antibiotics on the phagocytosis of bacteria is probably small, the mechanisms involved may have a broader significance. However, the effect of antibiotics on host colonization cannot be doubted and deserves to be widely recognized. The didactic chapter on the monobactams is in stark contrast to that which speculates about polyamines as antimicrobial agents with a
